
 
 

Why Give About Us 

 

“Plant flowers in others’ 
gardens and your life    
becomes a bouquet.” 

The Wilbur D. May Arboretum 
and Botanical Garden, 
established more than 30 years 
ago in Reno, Nevada, is 
comprised of 24 total acres – 13 
of them developed with 94 
small gardens, groves and 
water features, housing the 
most diverse plant species in 
northern Nevada. Its 4,000 
plants and 185 tree species 
attracts more than 55 different 
bird species and other wildlife. 
 

Your gift will help to grow and 
secure this 
environmental 
treasure for 
generations. 
 

The May Arboretum Society is 
a membership-based 501(c)3 
charitable organization 
established in 1986. We work 
to create and maintain 
educational opportunities that 
foster greater awareness, 
understanding and appreciation 
of the role of plants in the high 
desert and mountain bioregions 
and promote the beauty and 
benefits of the Arboretum 
throughout our community and 
state. 

 

May Arboretum 
Endowment 

Fund 

MayArboretumSociety.org 
 

P. O. Box 6225 

Reno, Nevada 89513 

MayArboretumSociety@gmail.com 

508-208-5259 

So Many Ways to Give 



 
 

Q & A 

It’s Easy to Give… 
Did you know that you could support the May Arboretum and Botanical Garden in a variety of ways? 
Not just through your membership with the May Arboretum Society or a donation at one of our events, 
but in creative ways that allow you to use your assets in addition to income. Thanks to our Endowment 
Fund, you can make charitable contributions to the May Arboretum in just the same way you might 
donate to any other charity. 
 
 

Why was the Endowment 
Fund Established? The May 
Arboretum Society created the 
Endowment Fund in 2013 to 
benefit and sustain the 
Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden into perpetuity. 

What is the goal of the 
Endowment Fund? The goal 
is to build a $20 million 
endowment to generate annual 
interest of $1 million to ensure 
consistency and sustainability 
for education, staffing, 
maintenance and operations of 
the Arboretum. Only income 
from the endowment may be 
spent, assuring the principal 
will always be available as an 
anchor. 

How are the funds managed? 
The funds are restricted for 
exclusive use for the 
Arboretum and are managed 
through the Community 
Foundation of Western 
Nevada (CFWN). Established 
in 1998, CFWN oversees our 
investments in stocks, bonds 
and other instruments.  

 

 

 

You don’t need to be wealthy to give. 
 

 

Another option is a planned gift that will help ensure that the arboretum and gardens that have meant the 
most to you will continue into the future. With planned giving, you decide what to give and how to give 
it. Certain planned gifts such as investment securities and life insurance policies offer certain advantages 
to you, the donor, and the May Arboretum. You may make gifts in memory or in honor of family and 
friends. 
 
You might also consider creating an enduring legacy by including the May Arboretum Endowment Fund 
in your estate plans. A charitable bequest is a gift in a will, living trust or with a codicil. There are 
several types of bequests and most may be changed or modified at any time. Bequests allow an ordinary 
person to make an extraordinary gift that will contribute to a solid financial foundation for the 
Arboretum for years to come.  
 
Charitable donations to the May Arboretum Endowment Fund are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 
the law.  
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